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Minutes of…Meeting to Discuss Policy Council 

Details Date:  February 27, 2008 
Time: Noon 
Place: County Government Center, 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., 5th Floor Citrus 
Room, San Bernardino 

  
Attendees • Charles Adams, Community Action Partnership 

• Rick Arden, Juvenile Probation Department 
• Margaret Beed, M.D., Department of Public Health 
• Danielle Boldt, Sheriff’s Department 
• Richard Chinnock, M.D., Loma Linda University, Department of Pediatrics 
• Mary Lynn Clark, Inland Regional Center 
• Amy Cousineau, Children’s Network 
• Chris Gardner, Juvenile Public Defender 
• Rosa Gomez, Department of Behavioral Health 
• Linda Haugan, Human Services Administration 
• Margaret Hill, San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools 
• Stacy Iverson, First 5 San Bernardino 
• Jim Lindley, Department of Public Health 
• Michael Markel, County Counsel 
• Honorable Marsha Slough, Juvenile Court 
• Lisha Smith, 5th District Board of Supervisors 
• Rebecca Stafford, Children’s Fund 
• Nancy Swanson, Transitional Assistance Department 
• Beatriz Valdez, CAO – Grants Coordinator 
• Greg Zerovnik, SB County Library 
• David Zook, 1st District Board of Supervisors 
• Regina Funderburk, Preschool Services Department 
• Sharon Heaston, Group Home Support Services – Fields Comprehensive 

Group Homes, Inc. 
• Arby Fields, Fields Comprehensive Group Homes, Inc. 
• Emma Fields, Comprehensive Group Homes, Inc. 
• Tammy Williams, Children’s Network 

  
Meeting 
purpose 

Judge Slough welcomed everyone and self-introductions were made.  Judge 
Slough mentioned that Allan Rawland could not be present today as he is in 
Sacramento.  DeAnna Avey-Motikeit could not be present today, due to the 
death of her mother.  Best wishes are sent to her in this difficult time.   
A motion was made to approve the agenda as submitted by Linda 
Haugan and seconded by Amy Cousineau. 
A motion was made to approve the minutes as submitted by Margaret 
Hill and seconded by Rosa Gomez. 
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Topics 
discussed 

The table below identifies the topics discussed in the meeting and the person 
who led each discussion. 

  
 

Topic Discussion Leader 
Welcome and Introductions Judge Slough 
Approval of Agenda Judge Slough 
Approval of January 2008 Minutes Judge Slough 
Children’s Fund Report Rebecca Stafford 
Foster Care Summit Reminder Cousineau 
State Child Welfare Council Priority 
Areas Review and provided 
feedback 

Cousineau 

Request Policy Council to review 
recommendation from IPC to RCL 
increase for Fields Comprehensive 
Group Homes, Inc. 

Cousineau 

Other All 
Public Comment All 

  
Actions  
 

Topic Who is Responsible Deadline 
Rebecca Stafford to 
get a flyer with more 
details about the Golf 
Tournament to 
Tammy Williams for 
distribution. 

Rebecca Stafford and 
Tammy Williams. 

As soon as possible. 
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Key points:  
Children’s 
Fund Report 

The following highlights were given: 
• Children’s Fund is getting all settled in at 825 E. Hospitality Lane, 2nd 

Floor, San Bernardino. 
• The next Fundraising event will be June 16th Golf Tournament at the 

Victoria Club in Riverside.  The hope is to raise $400,000 for children. 
• Please note on your calendars, July 26th event under the stars in Claremont.  

More information will be coming out in payroll stuffers.  Rebecca 
mentioned they were able to raise $8,000 last year at this event. 

• Children’s Fund Board has approved a scholarship endowment of $25,000 
to assist children with educational endeavors. 

• Judge Slough mentioned she and Chris Gardner will get a foursome and 
will be there at the Golf Tournament.   

• It was asked what are the green fees?  Response:  Rebecca wasn’t sure if 
they were $395 or $495.     

  
Key points:  
Foster Care 
Summit 
Reminder 
 

The following highlights were given:   
• Amy reminded the group of the 2nd Foster Care Summit on Saturday, March 

15th at 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Department of Behavioral Health, BHRC, 850 
E. Foothill Blvd., Auditorium, and Rialto.  Through lots of planning and 
teamwork it should be a successful day with 260 RSVPs. 

• Amy reminded the group of another event, the Shine the Light on Child 
Abuse Awards Breakfast to be held April 10th at 7:30 a.m. at the Orange 
Show.   

• Amy also reminded the small workgroup for the Lifetime Advocate 
Awards is tomorrow, February 28th at 3:30 p.m. at Children’s Network 
new location, 825 E. Hospitality Lane, 1st Floor Conference Room A, 
San Bernardino.  
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Key points:  
State Child 
Welfare 
Council 
Priority Areas 
Review and 
provide 
feedback 

The following highlights were given: 
Priority #1 
• Amy reminded the group that the priority survey has a deadline that is due 

very soon.  The priority survey has been e-mailed to all Policy Council 
members by Tammy Williams.  Tammy did not get any responses from 
Policy Council members. 

• Amy directed everyone to review the California Child Welfare (CWC) 
Council Priority Survey in his or her agenda packets.  She then opened up 
the group for discussion. 

•     Need to look at present workforce with their current assignments, and if 
there are budget cuts, how can the utilization of resources be more 
effective? 

•     Linda Haugan stated that CWDA (County Welfare Directors 
Association) has taken the stance that the State must stop taking away from 
the Counties.  She stated that there is a need for more social workers and 
that no more funding should be taken away. 

•     Linda mentioned that Human Services is already under-funded and in 
fact there may be 10% more cuts to the departments. 

•    MaryLynn Clark thinks the budget might get worse next year and that it 
might be wise not to gear up with positions, etc. until the funding is 
allocated. 

•    Rosa Gomez suggested reducing caseloads as she has heard several times, 
complaints from foster children that they do not have enough 
communication with their social workers.   

Priority #2 
•    Amy stated priority #2 deals with public agencies and the outcomes they 

must report as aligned with Federal and State 636 outcomes.   
•    Linda stated that Human Services Programs are already aligned. 
•    Rosa mentioned that DBH (Department of Behavioral Health) and DCS 

(Department of Children’s Services) have a Healthy Homes program they 
collaborate on.  She would like to see the computer programs more 
compatible, so they can all talk with each other. 

• Amy stated that Children’s START was able to develop an outcome tool 
that all START Providers use as stated in their contract.  She stated it was 
not easy, but is doable. 

• The above statements of the priorities will be sent to Lynn Susko, 
DeAnna Avey-Motikeit for input on the final document. 
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Key points:  
Request Policy 
Council to 
Review 
Recommendati
on from IPC on 
RCL increase 
for Fields 
Comprehensive 
Group Homes 

The following highlights were given: 
• Amy gave the following brief overview:  Mr. Fields currently operates two 

group homes in the west end that are RCL 10 (Rate Classification Level) 
and wants to increase them to an RCL 12.  The IPC (Inter-placement 
Council) approved the request based on their evaluation and have moved 
the request onto this committee for action.  The state requirement for 
counties is to write a support letter so the group home provider can provide 
it to CCL (Community Care Licensing) so that they can get the rate increase 
for their facilities.  The state has an audit process they perform 
approximately 13 months after the request for a Support Letter. 

Action:  A motion was made and seconded by Linda Haugan and 
Rick Arden for the recommendation to be accepted to approve the 
RCL 10 increase to RCL 12 for the Fields Comprehensive Group 
Homes, Inc.  The next steps to be taken are to develop the Agenda 
item for the Board of Supervisors along with the Support Letter.  Mr. 
Fields will be notified, when the item is calendared.  Mr. Fields was 
thanked for the services they provide at the their two west end group 
homes. 

  
Key points:  
Other 

The following highlights were given:   
• Judge Slough mentioned that she recently attended a CPAC (Community 

Policy Advisory Committee) meeting and that she was very impressed at 
the presentation from Mr. Allan Rawland on how the MHSA (Mental 
Health Services Act) funding will be spent and all the details he gave.   

• Rosa Gomez stated she would take back the comments to Mr. Allan 
Rawland.  She also spoke about the process and how transparent they are 
with the community and contract providers during the process. 

• Rick Arden stated that the Probation Department would be getting a cut of 
10% due to AB 1913, which amounts to $800,000.  He stated there would 
be some cutbacks on supervision of children, eight Probation Officers.  He 
stated they also expect some Title IV cuts as well. 

• Amy introduced Sgt. Danielle Boldt whom is a new member to Policy 
Council, whom comes for the Sheriff’s Department, Crimes Against 
Children Unit. 

• Judge Slough stated that it appears all county departments and even the 
courts will probably be getting 10% cut.  She stated that the courts were 
supposed to get five more judges and now that has been tabled for eight 
months to a year, which compounds problems for everyone. 

• Announcement was made that CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) 
will be having a walk on April 1st at 5 p.m. from their building on D Street 
to City Hall and the purpose is to raise awareness.  A flyer with more 
details will be distributed. 

  
Key points: None 
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Next Meeting The next meeting will be March 26, 2008 at noon, Fifth Floor Citrus Room, 

County Government Center, 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., San Bernardino.  
Please note the April meeting is being moved from the 23rd to the 30th, due 
to the Bonne Meres Event.  Meeting location will be the same. 

  
 


